Rules for the South Devon Seniors Golf League
Updated December 2025



1. Member clubs of the South Devon Seniors League are:

	East Devon Golf Club
Tiverton Golf Club
Exeter Golf and Country Club
Teignmouth Golf Club
Torquay Golf Club
Stover Golf Club
Dainton Park Golf Club
Thurlestone Golf Club
Tavistock Golf Club
Yelverton Golf Club
Woodbury Park Golf Club

	Bovey Castle Golf Club
Bigbury Golf Club
Churston Golf Club
Dawlish Warren Golf Club
Staddon Heights Golf Club
Dartmouth Golf Club
Downes Crediton Golf Club
Boringdon Park Golf Club
Honiton Golf Club
Bovey Tracey Golf Club


2. The League is split into three Pools of 5 teams each and one Pool of 6 teams.  The composition of each Pool will be decided by an annual ballot.  Clubs interested in joining the League should advise the Secretary using the Contact page on the website.

3. The League is organised and run by an Executive Committee comprising one representative from each of the member clubs, plus a non-voting Treasurer and Secretary.  The Chairman is elected from that number.  The Committee to meet twice a year, once before the beginning of the competition and once at the conclusion of the competition.  Any major changes to the League i.e. rules, format, and members requires a 2/3 majority.

4. There is a committee for each match comprising the host club’s representative and the designated team Captains.  This committee has all powers, rights, and responsibilities necessary for the management of the day in compliance with the general Rules of Golf.  Any disputes not covered by the Rules of Golf will be dealt with by this committee.

5. Each member club shall offer one home competition venue during the year, the diary of dates and venues to be confirmed by December 1st for the following year to enable dates to be included in Club diaries. The League year shall run from April 1st to September 30th  each year with matches arranged at approximately monthly intervals.  The date and the timing of play to be at the discretion of the host club.

6. The competition is a 6 pair team event for senior players.  The Course Handicap (CH) will be;
CH = Handicap Index x (Slope ÷ 113) + (Course Rating - Course Par).

The Playing Handicap will be the Course Handicap x Handicap Allowance of 85% with the maximum “Playing Handicap” on the day being 24. 

7. Play shall be as a Better Ball Stableford.  The best five (5) scores from each team of six (6) will count towards the team total.

8. Players representing their clubs shall be over 60 years of age at the date of the match and they will be members of the club at the time of the individual matches.  No player may play for 2 clubs in any one season.  All participating SDSL players must have 5 scores recorded in qualifying competitions, not including supplementary cards, within the last 12 months prior to any fixture.

9. League points will be awarded according to the best five scores for each team.  If five teams participate the Pool scores will be;- First - 10 points, Second - 8 points, Third - 6 points, Fourth - 4 points and Fifth - 2 points. If six teams participate the Pool scores will be;- First - 12 points, Second - 10 points, Third - 8 points, Fourth - 6 points, Fifth - 4 points, Sixth – 2 points.  Clubs not presenting a team for a match or refusing to play for any reason shall be awarded 0 (Zero) points (excluding re-arranged matches-see below 14.2.ii).  Clubs that do compete on the day shall be awarded points according to position, as above.

10. Match results: - In the event of a draw on Stableford points from the 5/6 selected scores, the “rejected” sixth score shall be counted.  If this does not resolve the draw, then the available points shall be halved.

11. League results: -   In the event of a draw on total League points at the end of a League series the tie shall be resolved as follows;-

i. The total Stableford points of the 5 best counting at each event.  If this does not resolve the issue then,
ii. The total Stableford points of the 6 pairs at each event.

A League Finals Day involving each of the Pool winners will be held at a neutral venue.  The winning club shall be awarded a perpetual trophy, the South Devon Seniors League Cup.  The losing clubs will be awarded the Runners-up Cups.  The remaining clubs will play on a different day on one of the member courses, on a rotating basis for the Jamboree Trophy.  The format and rules will be the same as the group fixtures.
The Finals day and Jamboree will be based upon the aggregate of the counting points on the day.  If it is drawn, then the discarded score (if applicable) will be used.  If it is still a tie then the lowest score is dropped.  If there is still a tie the back 9, 6, 3 of lowest score, then next score until the top score.  If that still produces a tie, then the trophy will be shared.
12. All players must conform to the accepted dress code for the host club.

13. Each club shall organise at least a one course meal for players and officials, which shall, so far as possible, be at a standard rate for all clubs. The host club will charge a “match fee” which will be payable even if players choose not to stay for a meal. 

14. Extraordinary circumstances;

1. The responsibility for the arrangement of matches rests with the host club and it is the host club which makes the decision to delay or cancel a previously arranged match.
2. In the event of a cancellation, or abandonment, the match should be re-arranged for a new date using the following guidelines;-
i. Home club tries to find a date and offers available dates and it is played if 3 or more clubs can play.
ii. Clubs that cannot attend will share the points as if they were lowest score in the event.
iii. A re-arranged match shall carry the same points value as the match it replaces.
iv. If the course is open the match is played.  If a match, once started, is abandoned due to adverse weather conditions then the result shall be calculated based on the points gained over a minimum of nine (9) holes completed by each player and team.  Each hole counted must be completed by all players in the group.

3. Cancellation for weather conditions:-  If 24 hour weather warning in place by the Met Office, the host club may cancel at their discretion by mid-day.

15. The host club for the day:-
The host club will be expected to make all necessary provision for the smooth operation of the League competition for the day, and the reception of players from the member clubs. 

It will    

1. Determine that the course is fit to play and identify any special conditions.  

2. Confirm Tee times for matches and arrangements for Tee reservations at least two weeks before the host day.

3. Prepare score cards, demonstrating how to indicate the markers’ best Stableford score as well as the best players’ Stableford score, including gross scores.

4. Determine the times of starting and the composition of groups. 

5. Confirm all catering arrangements and costs.

6. Provide a table and officials (officials can be one or more individuals designated by the host club) to receive all cards returned by the players.  They will confirm with the player that it is appropriately signed and that the scores are clearly identified for both players and markers.  (Whilst ultimate responsibility for signature and recording of scores rests with the players, the committee will satisfy themselves that the card is correctly completed before posting it).

7. If an error is discovered on the card and the players are still at the venue, the players have the opportunity to take the card back and alter accordingly, with the markers’ input if necessary.  If the players are not available, then the card will be accepted as handed in.

8. The competition is closed when all the results have been posted on the notice board at the host clubhouse.

9. In the event of an issue being identified with respect to a breach of the Rules of Golf, that score will not be posted until the matter has been resolved by The Match Committee.  The Match Committee will consist of a representative of the host club and at least 2 other clubs present.  The matter shall be resolved on the day.

10. Send the Results sheet within 24 hours to all captains in their Group and the website administrator.

11. Be responsible for posting any scores greater than or equal to 42 points on a WHS compatible website for review and handicap adjustment.

12. If a team or player is late for their tee time, any change is left to the discretion of the Captains on the day (simple majority).

13. Every effort will be made to avoid slow play;

i. 10 minute tee times
ii. Marshall to be provided, after loss of one hole,  players to be spoken to 
iii. Consider use of call up holes
iv. Note on slow play to be provided with Score Cards (Marshalls, 3 minute rule etc)

16. The individual clubs, Team managers or Captains.

	Captains for each club are responsible for the selection of their representative team,  	ensuring that each player is aware of the general regulations for the operation of the 	League. 

1. Team managers are requested to select twelve players to attend at each match.
2. Team managers must notify the names and Handicap Index of all selected players together with playing order to the host club a minimum of 2 days before the match date.  
3. Any changes to the team should be notified to the host club as early as possible.
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